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GIO LINH 

Gio Linh, a dỉstrict Capital and former sỉte of an ARVN mỉlỉtary 
outpost, is located along Route 1 ỉn the northern part of Quang Trỉ 
Provỉnce, 18 ttiỉles north of the cỉty of Quang Trỉ and 2 inỉles froitt the 
DMZ (see 1:250,000 and 1:100,000 maps) . Northern Quang Tri Provỉnce 
was overrun by NVA forces in May 1972 and subsequently heavily đamaged 
by B-52 bombing. Still under Communlst control, most of the northern 
part of the provỉnce ỉs devastated and unpopulated except for NVA and 
vc mỉlỉtary personnel and a sprỉnklỉng of Cotnmunỉst sympathỉzers. 

Although the NVA has free relgn to enter the provỉnce from the DMZ at 
any point, ỉnf ỉltration channels remaỉn concentrated prỉncỉpally ỉn the 
mountaỉns ỉn the west. 

Route 1 ls traffỉcable the 35 miles between Hue and the cỉty of 
Quang Trỉ. Because of 1972 bomb damage to the hỉghway between Quang 
Trỉ and Gio Lỉnh, however, travel to Gio Linh wỉll have to be by aỉrcraft 
until road repairs can be mađe. Paved and wỉth a normal đrivỉng time 
of only half-an-hour, thỉs stretch of the hỉghway was extensỉvely cratered • 
and several key bridges were destroyed. Whỉle shorter brldges can readỉly 
be rebuilt, the 787-foot One across the Song Thach Han at Quang Trỉ and 
the 505-foot structure across the Song Bo Dieu at Dong Ha wỉll requỉre 
major englneerỉng efforts to replace. Vietnamese P0Ws released ỉn the 
prỉsoner exchanges have been ferrỉed across the Song Thach Han. Few streams 
can be forded because of deep waters, soft bottoms, and steep banks. 
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Damage to the aỉrfields at Dong Ha and Quang Trỉ remained 
unrepaired ỉn early 1973, and ílỉghts of C-123- or Carỉbou-size 
craft from Saigon can termỉnate no further north than Camp Evans, 
along Route 1 twelve mỉles north of Hue. From there, small craft 
can fly to Gỉo Lỉnh. Although there ỉs no landing strip at Gỉo 
Lỉnh, nearby sectỉons of Route 1 are straight and uncratered and 
can be used for landỉng by small planes. Helicopters can land at 
a chopper pad at the former ARVN outpost north of town (now largely 
destroyed), on the hỉghway, or — durỉng dry weather — on the rice 
padđles. 

Gio Lỉnh is located ỉn a generally flat, rỉce paddy-blanketed 
lowland strỉp that extends northwest - southeast through Quang Trỉ 
Provỉnce. North of Gio Linh, however, hills rỉse more than 100 
feet, breaking the otherwỉse flat monotony of the ĩandscape. Wooded 
tracts are few, and good observatỉon ỉs afforđed northward to the 
DMZ from the former ARVN outpost on a hill north of Gỉo Lỉnh (see 
1:10,000 Sketch Map) . The lowland is poorly draỉned, spotted wỉth 
lakes and marshes and crossed by a number of meanderỉng streams. 

Most streams are plied by sampans or other small craft. Much of the 
plaỉn ỉs ỉnundated for several months, especially đurỉng the 
September to January rainy season when travel on secondary roads ỉs 
often precluđed. 

A 3-mile wỉde belt of sand dunes, wỉth elevatỉons as hỉgh as 100 
feet, extenđs from the lowland to the Gulf of Tonkỉn. Some dunes are 
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barren, others are covered with sparse grass and low evergreen shrubs. 
Groves of pine-like casuarina trees are scattered over the dunes. To 
the west of the lowland, the íoothỉlls of the Annam Mountains are 
clothed ỉn mỉxeđ evergreen forests and grasslanđs. 

Persons famỉlỉar wỉth the June to October raỉny season and the 
monotonously high year-round temperatures of Saigon will have to adjust 
to different climatỉc conditions at Gỉo Linh. Exposed more to the 
chỉlly winds of the northeast monsoon than to the warm winds of the 
southwest monsoon, Gỉo Linh — and all of Coastal South Vỉetnam north 
of 12° north latitude — experlences a different raỉnfall regỉme and 
a wỉđer seasonal range ln temperature than the Mekong Delta. Crachíns, 
typhoons, and the "wỉnds of Laos" also contrỉbute to the unique climate 
of the northern Coastal zone. 

Heavy rains begỉn ỉn September and contỉnue ỉnto January. More 
than 20 ỉnches are usually recorded ỉn both October and November at 
Quang Tri (the nearest cỉty witli recorded clỉmatỉc data) . Showers 
occur almost đaily, usually startỉng ỉn the late afternoon and contỉnuing 
well ỉnto the evening. From January until Aprỉl or May, crachin weather 
sets ỉn; extensive cloud cover, fog, drỉzzle, and chỉlly temperatures 
may persỉst for weeks at a tlme without a break. 

While raỉníall is relatively lỉght from April to September, 
thunderstorms and strong w±nds are frequent. The City of Quang Tri, 
for example, records an average of 13 thunderstorms đurỉng May. 

Turbulence may be severe in the storm cells and lỉght aỉrcraft should 
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avoỉd them. . In July and August, even when skỉes are clear, ground 
wỉnds of more than 35 knots are common. They preclude the landỉng 
of small a±rcraft. Typhoons, wlth destructỉve wỉnđs, torrential 
raỉns, and wỉđespread flooding, may hỉt the northern provinces of 
South Vietnam once every two years or so, usually during the perlod 
June to December. 

Gio Linh experiences lts hỉghest temperatures from May to 
September when daỉly hỉghs usually climb into the low 90’ s. The 
heat ỉs aggravated by the 'Vỉnds of Laos" that blow down the eastern 
slopes of the Annam Mountalns ỉn hot, dry, and gusty torrents. 

Durỉng the September to April ralny season, on the other hand, the 
wỉnds of the northeast mọnsoon chỉll the area and nỉghttỉme tempera- 
tures may plummet into the 50’ s. Heaters and varm clothing are 
essential. 

The populatỉon of Quang Trl Provỉnce prỉor to the Spring 1972 NVA 
offenslve had been somewhat more than 300,000; Gio Lỉnh dỉstrict had 
a populatỉon of about 35,000, most lỉvỉng ỉn the town or In vỉllages 
along Route 1. Homeless after the offensỉve and subsequent bombỉng, 
most people in the province have resettled at refugee camps at Hue, 
Danang , or other sỉtes ỉn Mìlỉtary Regỉon I; others fleđ northward 
into North Vietnam. Refugees in the South Vỉetnam camps began to 
return to theỉr Quang Trỉ homes ỉn mỉd-March but unđoubtedly will 
remaln in the Southern part of the provlnce untỉl the securỉty sỉtuatỉon 
stabỉlỉzes ỉn the north. Refugees who went to North Vỉetnam may now 
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be returnỉng to the Gỉo Linh area. 

Although the Gỉo Linh area ỉs not known to have been systematỉcally . 
mỉned, the presence of mines, bomb duds, and booby traps on and along 
roads ỉn the dỉstrlct should not be ruleđ out. Antỉ-personnel mỉnes 
saturate several areas along Route 9 on the way to Khe Sanh and Lao Bao. 
Mỉnefields may also still be founđ ỉn the vỉcỉnity of the cỉty of 
Quang Trl. 
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SKETCH MAP 
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